
·. 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 14, 19 If 

MEMO FOR WALT RGS W 

SUBJECT: M<>xlco Rioto 

Tha atta ched cable fr on'l Mexico City 
contains a good analysis of the recent 
riots and at lessee what the.re ia to know 
about foreign influence. 

~ 

The best evidence suggests vtolenee wae 
sparked b}' small well .. organized Mexican 
extremist groups a nd tbo.t !orei;n influence 
waa probably a minor factor. 
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I• QUEoTION O;- FOREIGN !NFLUENCE' ON STUOENT'O!SORDERS UKE. 
QI.'ESTlCN OF STUDENT LEADERSHIP [TSEt.F Dl f'F'!CU!. T' TO • DE TERMINE 
aECAUSE OF PROFUSION OF' CURRENTS· WITHIN STUDENT' MOVEMENT; 
FLUIDITY OF lEADE!'>S H! P" AT Cl'IFFERENT ' MOMENTS• HIGH· DEGREE OF 
SPOt<TANC: ITY WH t CH HAS CHARACTER !IZ:EO' STUDENT' ACTI ONS. ESPECIAllY 
FG~~OWtNG ARMY SEIZURE OF UNAM WHEN LE ADERS. SCATTERED AND 
pOSS!8 i LI TY ENHANCED FOR UNCOORD1NaTE0 ACT IONS tSPEC IAlll BY 
£X:"ff~:1!S i GF.OUPS-: . ' . . 

c' D!RECT INVOL'IE~ENT SY FOREiGNERs HAS- IIfE:N ES SENLlAI.t.i NEGLiGl8l1: 
ANO 3':' ;:-VRE!GN EMSASSI£S HAR D TO' PROV£, ( ~TOP ' 
Of"iC! .A'. SEC?.ET<RtAT' OF GOvERNMEN:r HAS STATED 0011 HAS SOLID 
PRODF &DV iNO CU~AN IMBA~S IES HAVE: HEt.PE:D SJRIKERSo EMBASSy HAS 
~0 SUCH PROOF AND ODES NOT KNOW NATURE OF GOM PROOF• THERE HAS BEE~ 
CO~S!D<:~AS~E !NVOLVEMENT' SY GROUPS LI NKED TO COMMUNIST CDUNTRIE: 
AND INDIViDUALS WHO HAVi TRAVELED TO USSR OR CUBA ANO WHO MAY , 
THEREFORE BE VIENEO AS ~OREIGNoSUPPORTED• THESE. INOIV!OUALS CLEARL Y 
rlAO 
S7AONG INFLUENCE ON FORMULATlON OF' STUDENT" DEHANOS WHICH CHANGED •~0~ 
IN ITIAL FOCUS ON AFTEP.NA TH OF JULY 29 INCI DENT TO INCLUDE i SSUES 
SUCH AS RE'.EoSE' OF POLITICAL PAIS lONERS ANO OER6GAT10N OF ARTICL E 
145 ON '4H ICH COMMUNISTS HAO TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY FOR YEARS TO 
ORUe, UP St,J~POiH 'o 

3 ~ EXTEN T 0~ ~N~~U€NCE 0~ FORtlGN•SUPPOR T£0 GROUPS I N ANY GIVEN f~cT i 
CAL 
;;TUAT[ON MUC l· LESS CLE~R CUT$ HYPOTHESIS W~ICH BEST FI TS PRESENT 

SAM11'ZE.l) 

-:oii!IB£!1H•'=- Jl.O. t2356,Sc:c.3A 
NLJ 95 -;;;o 
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IN>OR~A•!ON IS THAT AT LEAST ONE AND' PERHAPS SEVERAL SHALL, 
ilGH!~• ORGANIZED AND DISCIPLINED EXTREMIST GROUPS HAVE OPERATED • 
<7 T'~H w!TH!N ANO AT" TIMES IN THE SHADOW OF THE. BROAD• MASSIVE 1 

SiUDiNT MOVEMENT, WH[CH -HAS• FOR HOST PART~ BEE~ · MOOERATE• -4• IN c!NE ~ITH FOREGOING, OIAZ ORDAZ TOLD CONGRESSMAN SELDEN 
THA- ORiGINAL ST~OENT AG ITATION HOT cOHKUHIST INSPIRED• HOWEVER, 
SCON AFTERWARDS HOSCOW•ORIENTEO COHHUNISTS OB TAINED POSITION OF 
MAJOR IMPORTANCE IN LEADERSHi P OF, MOVEMEN T• SUBSEQUENTLY 
TH:S GROUP DISPlACED BY EXTREM ISTS' OF HAO•CASTRO• TROTSKY ITE ORIEN• 
TATIQN , INFLUENCE OF LATTER NOW BROKEN AND HOSCOW·ORIENTEO GROUP 
HAS ONLY VERY SMALL INFLUENCE. 

! 

5• THEqE THUS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE OlO•LINE LEFT ANO THE NEWER, 
EXTREME LEfT COM~E!ING WI!H EACH OTHER ANO WITH. THE MODERATES 
FOR LEACERS" IP OF THE STRIKE MOVEMENT• !THERE MAY AL SO HAVE 
BE£N OT-ER' AD HOC GROUPS REPRESENTING ALLEGED INTERES TS OF 
DISGRUNTLED MEXICAN POLJTICOS ot 

6• En! BELI EVES THAT OLD•LJNE cOMMIE GROUP, WHOSE LEAOEPSHIP •NO 
ORGANIZA Ti ON WELL KNOWN TO SECURITY' FORCES, CAUSEo GOVT ' L!TTLE 
PROSLE~ ANO TO SOME EXToNT SUCCESS OF MORE E~TREHE GROUPS lN 
OJ,FL~CI~G T~EM HAY HAVE BEEN FACILITATED SY GOVT PRESSURES 
0~ 0~~ _;NE~S WHICH CAU~EO THEH TO PULL SACK• 

7• NEo!1• MORE EXTRENE GROUPS HAVE SHOWN ORGANIZA TIONAL STRENGTH• 
o:zc •PLI•E AND RESOURCES WHiCH SUGGEST THIS WAS NOT ' 10 HO~ 
JE'IE:L OPMEN T ~11EqGINO FR OM STUDENT AG!fATION BUT RATHER ORGANIZAT ION 
oLREAC• IN EI!STENCE •NO WELL DEVELOPED• REPORTS THAT EXTREPIST 
STUCEHT JRC~? •OULO ATTEHPT DISRUPT 0L1HPIC GAMES HAD CAUSED 
GOH SECU"I7Y AGENTS CONCERN EVEN BEFORE STUDENT 
•G! TA7 :0N SEGANo EV IDENc E TENDS TO SHOW THAT WHEN GROUP 
BECAME ACTIVE IN STUDENT MOVEiiENT GOVT HAD ONLY SUPERFICIA~LY PENET'A 
TEO 
OR~ANIZ•TIDN AND IDENTIFIED ITS LEADERS· REAL APPqEHENS!ON OF 
GOv- WAS Te•• THIS GROUPo EITHEq THRO UGH DIRECT TERROR IST ACT!• 
VITIES OR !.-!ROUGH CAPA61LITY TO I NFLAME STUDENT MA SSES• 1<0Ul 0 
DISRUPT GAMES, PROBLEM OF GOVT ' WAS TO IDENTIFY AND DETAIN LEADERSHIP 
ANO BREA< UP ORGANIZATION BEFORE GAHES AND TO 00 THIS IF POSSIBLE 
I~J '.lAY WHICH wOULD NOT INFURIATE MASS OF STUOEI'ITS ANO WOULD 
NCi CRE ATE ~OVE~S£ PUSL:C AThOso~ERt :OR GAMES • 

C:::l.l .. !BEUfltL-
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8• AS ~ATE >OR GAHES APPROACHED, TWO LAST AIMS BECAME LESS IMPOR • 
TANT W>;£11 WEIGHED AGAINST II1PERATIVE NECESS[TY BREAK TERRORIST 
ORC~:o:ZAI:O~ AND SEiZE tTS LE ADERSH IP• THUS A MA40R REASON FOR 
S~COEN OCCU?ATIDN UNAN CAMPUS &Y' TROOPS WAS HOPE THT TERRORIST 
LiACERSh i P• WHICH ~PO USED CAHFUS AS HEETlNG PLACEo WOULD BE 
ROUNOED UP• !IN FACT MOST HAD DEPARTED FR0/1 CA MPUS SHORTLY BEFORE• ! 
CCCUFA"ION Z>CATE~CO AND CASCO DE SA~TO TOI1AS CAMPUSES OF POLYTECHNIC 
INSI:oU TE PROBABLY HAD SAME REASON! TO SEiZE EXTREMIST LEAO£R• 
SHIP AND WEAPONS• IN EACH CASE TACTIC WAS COMPLETE ROUNDUP OF ALL 
PERSONS PRESENTi SUSSEOU~NT SIFTING OF DETAINEES AND RELEAS E 
THOSE NOT BELIEVED DIREfTLY INVOLVED IN VIOLENCE• SUesEOUEN" 
TACT;C OF GOV" OF PERMI!i!HG STUDENT GaTHEniNGS FOR SEVERAL DAYS, 
THEN SUDDENLY MAKING NUHSEROUS DETENTIONS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
OES oGN~O FOR L! KE PURPOSE . AS GOVT' ROUNDED UP INCREASING NUMBERS 
OF EXTREMIST LZ•OERE, I TS INFO RE ORGANIZATION AND REMAINING 
LEADE1SHIP :~P10VEO. 

9• IT !S P~08A6LT THAT ~OVT PERH I TTEO STUOEN!S !O ASSEMBLY ON OCT • 2 
AT TL'iELOLCO ! IT IS ALWAYS EASIER TO PREVENT STUDENT ' GROUP 
FROM rORMl~G THAN '0 8RE~K : ! UP AP-EPWAROS l BECAUSE I! ~~0 REASON 
TO EXPECT THAT HANY Or EXTRE,IST ELEMENTS AND LEACERSHI' 
wO~LD BE PRESENT• ANO !7 SEEMS ~BUNOANTLY CLEAR THAT 
PREPARATIONS >UO BE£:o MA llE 
ro ~E1ZE ~! ~EAS- THE LEA0£RSH{P• !T SEEMS L!KELY l N fHE L:G"T OF 
PRE ~ !O~S ~:S~USS:ON 7k Ai - GQV~ ~OUL~ ~AV~ PREF£RQ~g TC ACCOMPLiSH T~fS 
w;~~ Mi~ I M~~ v :OL£~C~~ •LT~O UGH TH tS IS NO T CERT4 JN, IN AN~ CAS~ 
F'~E£~/•N 

... . JNt tO:.r:rr :.1 . -
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IT WAS PREPA~ED ! O USE' ~ORcE IN WHATEVER DEGREE NECESS ARY TO ACHIEVE 
THIS DsJEC!JVE • 

10• IT IS EQUALLY CLEAR THAT NUMEROUS WELL·ARMED EXTREMIST STUDENT 
ELEMENTS wERE CAR~FULL Y PLACED tN oT LEAST 3 OF THE sUI LOiNGS 
SURROUNDING THE PL AZA OF THE THREE CULTURES• AS TO SPECIFIC GROU?S, 
ONE CAN co NCLUDE.· A PR !OR I THAT THE Y WOULD INCLUDE TROTSKYITE TY?ES 
IN ONE FORM OR ANOT~ER• EMBASSY HAS NOW HEARD FOR SECOND TtHE OF A 
8RIGADA OLIMPIA THOUGH NOT IN CONNECTION WITH OCT. 2 • IT SEEHS 
UNLI~ELY THAT DEPLOYMENT ARMED EXTREMISTS WAS AGREED POLICY OF 
ENTIRE STRI KE COUNCIL WHI CH INDEED ' MAY NOT HAVE BEEN AWARE OF JT IN 
ADVANCE• EVIDENC~ i s !NCOMP"ETE OR CONTRADICTORY AS TO WHETHER TH i S 
DEPLOYMEN T OF ARMED EXTREK !STS WAS FOR PURPOSE AMBUSHiNG ARMY AND 
THUS PRC'IOKING FIR£ I'.;GH! IN PRESENCE FOREIGN PRESS ! WHO THEY 
<NE '• IIOUL) BE PR~SEIIT I OR WHETHER IT liAS "DEFENSIVE" • EMS INCLINE!> TO 
FORKER VIEW. WITH EVACUATON OF UNAM CAMPUS AND OTHER STEPS 
STEAM SEEMO AGAIN GOING 6ur OF STUDENT) EXTREM I STS MAY HAV E 
THOUGH T TIME HAD ARRIVED FOR ALL OUT' EFFORT'• AS EH8 HAS 
OOJNTEO OUT PREV IO USLY • EX TREM I STS HAVE HAD OPTION O> THWARTING 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION SY PROVOK1NG 'llOLENCE, 

11 • REPORTS OF USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES AND ON SPO T' OBSERVERS 
VARY GREAT[ Y AND iRE OFTEN FLATLY toNTRADIC TDR Y. AS TO WHO FIRED 
FIRST SHO TS. PRE POND ERAN CE EVI DENCE SEEMS TO SE F IRST SHOTS EITHER 
OCCURRED IN OR CAME FROM CHIHUAHUA APARTMENT HOUSE • WHETHER THEY 
~ERE F[REO 8Y ST1,1D~NT EXTRE·~ISTS OR PLAINCLOTHES SECURITY AGENTS IN 
~V ! LOING CONTINUES MUCH DISPUTED POINT• FACT THAT P~RATROOP GENER<L 
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JOSE HERNANDEZ TOLEDO WAS SHOT WHILE USING BULLI'IORNo TO URGE 
cROWD TO DISPERSE PEACEFULLY SUGG£SJS STRONGL!I' '. FIRSr SHOTS OlD 
NOT COM£ FROH ARMY'. PERHAPS QUESTION WHO nR£0' FIRSJ' SHOT ' WiLt: 
NE VER BE KNOWN AND !So IN AN Y ciS£, ACADEH1~~ • --12• QU£T!ONING OF L•RGE NUMBER OF PERSONS ! REPORTED LY 
OV£~ 20001 OETAINEO AT ' TLATELOLCO liA S TAkEN: CONSIDERABLE TIHE• 
GREA T MAJORITY HAY£ BEEN RELEASED• BUT OPERATiON NETTED' A NUHSER OF 
EXTREMISTS AND THEI R LEADE RS·· GOVT APPEARS · TO· 8£L~EV£ THAT 
~ESULT HAS SEEN SUBSTANT I AL BREAKI NG • UP· OF " TERRORISJ ORGAN IZATION• 
TECHNIQUE OF PUBLIC ST-TEHENTS BEFORE: PRESS: Br TERRORI ST LEADERS 
HAS PROBABLY SEEN. VERY' EFFECTJVE' !Nt CREUt NG • FE.4R, HUTUAL DiSTRUST . 
AND UNCERTAINTY AHONG STUDENTS IN GENERAL. AS WELL AS REM~INiNG 
ELEMENTS OF TERRORIST O~OUP• ---13• WIT~ RESPECT " TO PU8LIC STATEMENTS ABOUT FOREIGN CONSPIRACY• 
IMPORTANT TO NOTE USE OF FOREIGN' SCAPEGOA T" FREQUENT IN MEXico AND 
IN THIS INSTANCE 0£StGNE D TO D!SCREDtT' STUDENf MOVEMENT. AND PERHAPS 
TO SOI'IE DEG REE TO DIVERT ' ATTEN TJONI FRO M DEEPER LOCAL ' ROO TS 
OF PROSLEM• GOVERNMENT HAS SEVERif.L, TIMES· H·IN~ED ' AT' SOVI ET AND/OR 
CUS>N IN VOLVEMEN t, WHILE SOME ELEHENTS ' ON LEfl ~ AVE BLAMED CIA 
OR FBI • CARDENAS STATEMENT. IS NOT SPECIF·IO THOUGH GIVEN HIS 
&lASES• HE MAY HAVE US IN HIND • SOCRATES AKAOOR CAMPOS LEMUS 
SHI FTE:> FOC US FROM FORE! GN l NVOLVEMENT' TO POSS tBLE CUPAB IL !TY OF 
DISAFFECTED LOCAL POLIT !C taNS, CONCEIVABLY WI TH· SO MANY FOREI GNERS 
IN TOWN FOR OLYMPIC S, GO~ ODES NOT' WANT' TO FO CUS ON FOREIGN 
ANGLE SUT •FTER OLYMPICS• (S PE CIALLY IF STUDEN T' D! SOROERS 
~ECUR. LA TTER THEME MAY - ~EEHERG£· . 
1• • OOCTOR'S STRIKE, WHICH IN FACT INVOLVED INTERNS IN ONLY ONE 
OR THO HOSPI TALS AHO ACCORDING TO DIRECTORS THOSE IHST:TUTIONS DI D 
NOT INTERFERE WITH NORMAL OPERATI ONS , WAS NEVER MAT TER OF SERIOUS 
CONCE RN •NO• INSO~AR AS EMB AllAR£, IS NOW OVER • 

FREEMAN 
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