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l. FOR THE TIME BnllO, TJii: THRKA'l' or IUSS' S'l'ODEllt Dli:XOliSTRATIOliS . 
111'0 DISTURBANc;rs Hl!I~H TOOK PLAQI DllRll'll THE PERIOD 26 JlltT TIIBDUCH 

27 AUOUST MAT Hh'IE AEATED. WHILE IT IS tm IGI P<X;SIBLE TO Pl!ElllCT 

THE &rl"!!J:'l'S or 't!!:: S'l'ODE!Ir ClllSIS, IT IS APPARENT TI!AT TllE "STATUS 

c;uo• \ii!IQI BIISTED Pi!IOR ro 26 J11ti •. li.LS B3E!1 auNGED AND TilE 3\'EN'IS 

SIN!:S TliAT DATE WILL HAVE !.!SrD!O !!1t?.CTS Oll Tl!3 HEXICIJI srzm:. 

STODEllTS HAVE ! OlJIID TliAT TilEr An A11LS TO £IR!!CIS& 511$ Dl!OREZ OJ' 

I!llT.1ISIIQI ON TilE AF! AIIlS OF THE NA'I:tON Allll CIJI H.U!E TIIEMSELVES BEARD. 

T!IEI NAVE BElli .ABI.E TO VOICE CElil'AI!I ll.ASIC CHIEVANCES :DIBECTLY 
3.11(/,)( 

Fulton
Typewriter
CIA FIELD APPRAISAL

6 September 1968
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CONNECTED WITH BIG::ER EDUCATIO!! 1.ND TO 1\DD POLITI=. ECOl~U:C '"'" 

oOCIAL ISSUES. 

2. AT TIMES, SINCE THE BEGINNING OF mE lliSTtiRBA:'ICES, THE 

GOVERNMENT HAS NOT SEEMED ONIFIED OR CERTAIN AS TO 'fl!iAT ACTION 

SHOULD BE T1\KEN. ASIDE FI<OM FORCEFUL REPRESSION OF VIOLENCE 

INITIATED BY STUDENTS, THERE WAS A PERIOD WHEN THE OOVERNMENT TOOl 
. 

NO POSITIVE STEPS. THERE WERE HOPES roR PERSONAL lNTERVE!i'!ION OF 

THE PRESIDENT 00RING THE HEIGHT OF THE DEMONSTRATION, BUT llE O!OS~ 

TO WAIT UNTIL THE OCCASION OF HIS ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION MESSAG­

( J:NFORME) TO BECOME PERSON;>.LLY INVOLVED IN THE STUDENT CRIS!S. Hi! .. 
DEVOTED APPROXDIATELY ONE-nLTJUl OP BIS ADDRESS TO TF-E STUo;.;:NT 

PROi>LEM. WHILE HE EXPRESSED A ".ULI.INGNESS TO NEGOTIATE ON SOM! 

ISSUES, HE FORCEFULLY POINTED OUT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE pROBL~~ 

AND FIRMLY WARN<;D. THAT VIOLENCE WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO CONTINUi 

THE PRESIDENT• S STAND WAS WELL RECEIVED BY 'l'llE PUBLIC. HOWEVER. 

;.,-:E!'I AN INITI.>~ PERIOD WrlEN TKERE WAS NO REACTION F:ROM TK'E: STUD:c~· 

IT APPEARS THAT THE STUDE.'ITS HAVE BROKEN OOWN INTO TWO G;l.OuPINGS · 

"HODERATES" AND "MILITANTS." THE MODERATES ARE RE"''Y TO NEOOTI~TE" 

5!1:' THE MILITANTS HOPE TO CO};"'ITNUE THE STRUGGLE AND TC 5?RiAD ,-,.!i' 
~ PROBLEM TO OTHER HIG:"iER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE NA"TJON. 
' • 
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3. THE PRINCIPAL INSTRUMENTALITY OP THE STUDENTS llURING THIS 

TIME HAS SEEN THE NATIONAL STRIKE COUNCIL (CNB). THIS ORGANIZATION 

BEGAN AS A LOOSELY KNIT B:lDY OF STUDENTS FROM THE NATIONAL 

POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE (IPN), AND HAS BECOME BETTER ORGANIZED WITH 

EACH SUCCESSIVE DEMONSTRATION. I T NOW NUMBERS APPROXIMATELY ONE; 

HUNDRED AND FORTY STUDENTS, REPRESES'l'ING 'l'l!E STRIKE COMMITTEES 0? 

THE MAJORITY OF THE SCHOOLS INVOLVED IN THE PRESENT MOVEMENT. FROM 

ALL INDICATIONS, 'lEE Cllll IS Gli:IDED, OR AT LEAST l\IJ\riSED, BY A GR0\11' 

OF TEACHERS AND PROFESSORS FROM THESE SCHOOLS. THIS GROUP I NCLUDES 

SOME OF MEJa<Xl• S !!CST I?RO.'UNEN'r LE<TIST INTELLECTUALS. ALTHOUGH .. 
THE CN".tl HAS ACHIEVED SOME DEGREE OF ORGANIZATION, REPORTS INDICATE 

THAT IT COI"-P!USES SEVERAL FACTIONS AND THAT ITS DELI BERAT:tONS ARE 

MARKED BY MUCH DISAGREEMENT. 

4. ASIDE FROM 'l'l!E HARD-<XIRE STUDENTS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE 

CN!!, THE STRIKE COMMITTEES AND THE "BRIGADES", THE MJ\JORITY OF 

STliDENTS AT THE NATIONAL AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY (UNAM) li.'ID II?N !iAV£ 

OOT TAKEN ACTIVE ROLES EXCEPT DURING THE DEt~ONSTRATIONS . AT THE 

TIHES OF DEt10NSTRATIONS, MANY OF THESE HAVE • JOINED THE CROWD" , SliT 

HAVE NOT <XINTINUED TO PARTICIPATE ON A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS. 

5. THE STUDENTS, THROUGH THE CNH, SAVE TRIED TO TAI<E THEIR 

CASE TO THE PEOPLE BUT WITHOUT APPARE!IT SUCCESS . A !!OPED FOR: 

,~,.. ... .., 1.1\ l l.lbrarv 
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GENERAL V.ORK STOPPAGE ON ' SEF'r~B~R DID N()"l ~QJA't.!U, AI<IO 

NO SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF V.OIU<ERS OR PEASANTS HAS BECXJHE INVOLVED. 

6. TEE ONE DISTINGUJ:SHING FEAXURE OP THE CURRENT STUDENT . 
UNREST HAS !!£EN THE UNPRECEDENTED UNLEASHING OF CRITICIS!t AND 

INVECTIVE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND, IN PARTICULAA, AGAINST THE 

PRESIDENT. '!.'HAl' TliiS TURN OF EVENTS HAS SHAKEN TliE PRESENT 
•• 

A!:MINISTRATION IS ATTESTED TO BY REPORTS, WHICH AL'l'HOUGH UliCONFIR!o: 
. 

ARE CONSIDERED TO BE' PROBABI.Y TRUE, THAT TliE GOVERNMENT liAS It!SP!F 

RID10RS OR REFORTS THAT THE U. S. GOVERNMENT, 'IHROUGH t'E.E C.A AND 

FBI, E!'IHER Sl'ARK£D OR NURTURED '!BE S'l'l.IDENT CRISIS. TiiS GO~!:.~ 
.. 

HAS NOT ?AII.ED, OF OOURSE, TO AVlJ.L ITSELF OF 'IHE OP!?ORTUN~l'Y :"C 

BLA'IE 'THE COI"J-~UNISTS, WHO ARE AL~!I.YS A PI.A!ISIBLE AND TEMPT! :lG 

TARGET, SINCE 'IHEY STAND TO BENEFIT FROM AND HAVE BEEN INVOI.VED !!' 

'!'HE DISTuRBANCES. IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT '!'HE PRESIDEtlT ATTR:S•: 

'!'liE S'l'l.IDE:NT UPRISINGS TO '!'HE CX>MMUNISTS, lo'HO HE CLAIMS, ARE AID:!:ro 

AND SUP?ORT:::O BY THE CUBN! AND SOVIET EMBASSIES. HOWEVER, IT IS 

L'!POSSIBLE TO SAY WITH CERTAINTY Wlls:HER HE ACTUALLY BELIE':!;$ ':l(:i ' 

TO BE TRUE. 'IHERE IS NO HARD EVIDENCE '!'HAT EITHER 'IHE CU!l.<.ll OR 

!'HE $0VIET EMBASSIES HAVE MASTERI1INDED 'IHE DISTURBANCES, i\!. '!iC·' .,:l· 

IT IS REASONA8LE TO ASSUME TliA'r n!EY HAVE AT LEAST PROVID~ " .;c:.~,; .. 

J.'t {b) {J) 
--~·~d·~·"~·~ft~· ... ~·--~·~··~-"~~~~··L------------------------------------------------
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SUPPORT. LOCAL LEFTIST EXTIUMJ:STS HAVE BEEN EXPLOITING 

TilE SITUATION TO THE BEST OF THEIR CAPABILITIES . IT IS 

INTE!l.ESTING TO NOTE THAT THERE BAS BEEN VERY LITTLE 

SPONTANEOUS CRITICISM OF THE SOVIETS, EVEN THOUGH THE 
• 

SOVIET- CZECH CONFRONTATION OCCURRED IN TilE MIDST OF TilE 

DISTURBANCES. 'lliERE BAS BEEN EULoGIZING OF CHE GUEVARA 

BUT, LITTLE OR ' NO PRAISE FOR FIDEL CASTRO. 

7. ONE MAJOR CONC~N BAS APPEARED TO BE UPP:::Rl10ST 

IN THE MINDS OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS - THAT TilE STUDENT 

PROBLEM NOT INTERFERE WITP. UPCO.'IING OL»'.PIC EVENTS. IT 

APPEARS THAT THE STUDENTS, ASIDE FROM THE MORE RADICAL 

ELEz.tENTS, R£ALIZE W"dAT IS AT STAKE IN THE OL'l!MPICS, AND 

WHILE THE MAJORITY WOULD NOT TRY TO DISRUPT THE GAMES, THE 

F J.Cr THAT THE TIM.£ FOR ll!E OLYMPICS IS CT...OS<: AT HAND DOES 

NOT IN'diBIT THE STUDENTS FROM AIRING TIIEIR GRIEVANCES. 

HOWEVER, FRO:-! THE ED<'l'REME RADICALS, ANYTIIING CAN BE 

EXPECTED. 

3,.,(6) 0 ) 
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8. IN SUMI-!ARY, WHAT BEGAN AS A .RELATIVELY MINOR 

INCIDENT INVOLVING ONLY SEVERAl. HUNDRED STUDENTS GREW 

TO SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTIONS. THE GOVERNMENT SEE~ 

UNABLE TO MOBILIZE ITSELF TO. DEAL WITH THE MOUNTING 

PROSL~L THE GOVERNMENT USED FORCE TO STOP STUDENT 

VIOLENCE, BUT DID NOT T>..l.;E A PUBLIC STANCE ON THE 

PROBLEH, EXCEPT FOR TilE HINISTER OF GOVER~lMENT' S OFF£& 

TO THE STUDENTS ON 22 AUGUST, UNTIL THE PRESIDENT 

' 
DELI VERED HIS ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE. THIS 

:::XPE:."IE1;c;o: nl\S S!;J(ffl THAT T"r!E GOVERNHENT AND TilE NATIONAL 
. 

REVOLUTIONARY PA."TY {PRI) DO NOT POSSESS THE POWER AND 

NEAR TOT.>.L CONTROL OVER PUBLIC BEHAVIOR WHICH EXISTED 

PREVIOUSLY. WHILE THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT THAT HEXICAN 

STUDENT.5 HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED S'f STUDENT UPRISINGS IN T"rlE 

:: . ! . ;.,.'ID. EUROPE, THE RECENT STUDENT D~S'I'URBANCES HAVE Si::EN A 

5 NEW EXPERIENCE i'O:< >lEXICa AND MAY PROVIDE AN INDICATICll 
.j 

OF THINGS TO COME. THE OLD ORDER 

1 
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IS PASSING, AND ORGANIZATIONS Lil<E THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 

TECHNICAL STUD&'ITS (FNET) HAVE BEEN REPLACED - AT LEAST FOR THE 

pR£SZNT - BY A MORE MILITANT DEMANDING ORGANIZATION, 'mE CNH. 

STUDENTS HAVE FOUND THEY CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT ELJ:ME!\'T IN THE 

NATION'S DECISION MAKING PROCESS, AND THEY ARE NO LONGER CONTENTED 

WITH THE PATRONIZING ATTITUDE OF T!!E GOVERNHENT. STUDENTS HAVE 

LEARNED THAT TF.:::Y CAN ASSERT nn:MSELVES TO THE EXTEllT iiB£RB NOT 

ONLY THE GOVER."'MENT BUT THE PEOPLE LISTEN, REGARDLESS OF I>'H::.'l1iER 

THE GOVERNMENT AGREES I'IITH THE STUDENTS OR NOT • 
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