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MEXICAN GOVERNMENT STALLS STUDENT Novs~EHT 

Encounters between students 
and police have decreased sha_rp ly 
And violence has vir tually ended 
aince tho Mexican Gove rnment 
moved against student striken 
last week. Uneasiness in Mil xi co 
City was o viden~, ncve~~eloss, 
in the public confuaion and panic 
buyin9 ~~at fol!~od a rash of 
rumors t."at food and qasoline 
wa r e in short supply . Some atu ­
dont lell.dors arc thr:e atGni ng ne• ... · 
stree~ rallies in 4ofiance of 
the offici~l crackd~·n, and the 
violence is r.ot yet clearly ove r. 

The government. delayed its 
offensive until student excesses 
led to several violent clashes 
with security forces on 28 Au­
qust . Following a hu;e, orc!orly 
rally on 27 August, students at­
temp~cd a '"crurtp in" wi th t ents 
on the capital 's main plaza but 
were routed by police. Angered, 
the students later occupied t.he 
national cathedral , r.a..l.s~ tho 
black and red flag ot anarchy in 
the plaza, and :>aint.eC S.1.qna 
carryinq vulqa.r abuao of tho 
PresiC.ent, who i s usually held 
above polit..1cal attack in Y~xi=o. 

Theso accions of f enCed. many 
t'.oxicans , includinq some pro .. 
viously syrnpa~~etic to the stu­
dents, and the go~rrutent took. 
adv~~tage of t,e changed cl1r.ate 
to orde~ the police co usc Core~ 
if necessary aqainst the dernon­
atrators &nd to detain a nllrlbor 
of tro\:bleac.o.k:ers. 

In his s~ate of the union 
message on 1 Septembar, Prcsi-
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dent Diaz Ordaz eloquently ox­
pressed tho need to keep dinsi ­
donce within l egal bounds and 
firmly declared that excess 
wouh! not be tole.rated . He re­
af firmed university auton~ a.nd 
d.cnicd t.hot it had been violated 
du.nng recent distuzbances. 

The Preu.dent. ignored many 
of che student demands but 9'wo 
minor concessions. While deny• 
i n9 knowlftdge of any flpolitical 
prisoners~ .. he offered to Cree 
at once any whose case ":.,.•as bro\lght 
to hi s attenuon. He fur cl\er 
auq9csted open congressional 
hearin<ls on the need. t o chanqc 
Article US of t:he criminal coCe, 
vhlch de tines the crime of ••o­
cial dissolution• undo r whic."l 
aUeged "polit ical prisoners " a re 
detained. 

The President •s speech seelltS 
to have d1. v1.ded t he s'Cudenc. grou?S, 
•..,rhic:'l have noe ye t offered a c lear 
rtsponse . One orq&nization is­
sue d ,a press r elease incheati ng 
its i ntention to continGe dle 
tiqr. t 4..'1~ its desire fo= a <Ua­
loque ""'it.h the c;overnment "when 
the repression ends ." '!'here h01s 
been s ome mention of a '"silent 
prot~st ~rcn· s cheduled !or 6 
Septe~her anC of aeveral deaon-
8trat.ions on In6epende ncc Day , 
16 Septetll.bcr . 't1i th tJtc openin.; o.f 
the Olympics scheduled for l:t Oc­
tober , the qovernm.ent wi.ll prob­
ably meet ~y ateel:;)t to reswr.e 
demonstrlltJ.ons with vecy t.OU'9h 
rna:asuros. .£.eeUPIS211'ff,.LJ 
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